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My predecessor as editor, Dr David Rycroft, died 
in office in 1998, and I well recall the ensuing 
months, as the Society began to adjust to the 
situation. First, there was the overwhelming 
feeling of sadness at the sudden and untimely 
loss of a gifted scholar and editor, and secondly 
the scramble to ensure the continuity of the 
Journal. Luckily David was methodical, and had 
left much of the material for Journal LI ready for 
the printer, but there was still a deal of tidying up 
to be done, and in any case, who was to do it? It 
was therefore with some misgiving and a feeling 
of great privilege that | accepted the invitation 
of the Society to take on the editorship, and over 
the past eight years I have often had cause to be 
thankful for the opportunities afforded by this 
most interesting assignment. But time goes on, 
and though as | approach 77 | am, thankfully, in 
pretty good health, | am well aware, despite my 
children’s assurances that | am immortal, that 
the day will come when the Society will need a 
new editor. Accordingly, after much thought | 
made it known to the Committee earlier this year 
that | would like to give up the editorship after 
this volume had been published in the spring 
of 2005. 

| had already discussed, with the Chairman and 
the Committee, who might succeed me (though 
| am not a fan of Apostolic succession), and the 
name of Dr Michael Fleming, who had had 
editorial experience, came to mind. Michael was 
also competent in data handling, and the use of 
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up-to-date software systems, including the more 
advanced packages increasingly used by printers. 
Eventually, in February 2005, the Committee 
agreed to submit his name to the AGM in June 
as their nomination for the post of Editor for 


Journal LIX (2006) onwards. 


Most printing houses have now moved to the 
situation whereby journals are produced entirely 
‘in house’ by the publisher who, after going 
through the processes of proofing articles with 
their authors, gives to the printer a set of CDs 
from which he produces the finished publication. 
This inevitably puts a greater load on the editor, 
and in fact, Michael has already been carrying out 
the proofing stages for this Journal, thus gaining 
invaluable hands-on experience. I cannot refrain 
from commenting that he has carried out this work 
admirably, and I have every confidence that the 
Journal will go from strength to strength under 
him. On a practical note, may I stress that all 
submissions for future Journals should be sent to 
him (see address in the inside front cover). 

Thus at the end of eight most interesting and 
enjoyable years, | would like to thank, first and 
foremost, the Chairman and Officers of the Society 
for unfailing support and encouragement, and 
secondly the many authors from all over the world 
who have accepted, always without rancour, my 


idiosyncratic editing, my occasional rejection of 

their work, and my attempted draconian timescales. 

As the old wartime song had it - ‘Bless ‘em all’. 
CHARLES MOULD 


33 
2 
A 
260-264 
977-278 
— 
2 
283-284 4 
| 
| 
| 
| 
‘ 


